Searching the EBSCO databases

This handout assumes that you already know how to choose and pull up one or more
EBSCO database. If you do not know how to do this see the previous handouts.

We will use Academic Search Premier for the purpose of demonstrating searching
techniques. If you click on Academic Search Premier you will see the following screen

which displays the search field...
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e Scroll the page down and you will see the following screen...
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e This screen displays limiters that you can use to make sure the articles you pull up fall
into specified categories. For example, your instructor may ask that you use at least
one scholarly (also called peer-reviewed or refereed) journal article. You can click
in the box next to Scholarly Journals and the search engine will retrieve only articles

that fall within that category.



Entering a Search

e Go back up to the first screen....

Searching: Specific Databases, Show al | Choose Databases by Subject »
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Search Options

e Click in the blank search field and enter a search term. The example term used here is
vampires.

Left-click on the Search button (indicated
here by the arrow.)
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e The following screen will display...
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e The screen will display the first 10 article entries. (Only the first two and the title of
the third display here — you have to scroll down the screen when you are at this point
in order to see all 10 article entries. If you scroll to the bottom of the screen you will
see the following:



10.  All the Dead Are VAMPIRES. &=i

By: Sims, Michael. Chronicle of Higher Education, 8/18/2010, Vol. 56 Issue 38, pB16-B17,
2p, 1 Black and White Photograph
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e Now go back up to the beginning of the article list...

@ Page: 12 3 4 5 Next Relevance Sort ~  Page Options ~  Alert [ Save [ Share ~

© 1711 Results for... ‘

1. Actualité psychiatrique sur les vampires. Vampire : un mythe

D) Refive yaur esilts contemporain ? (French) &3

) J Current psychiatric events concerning vampires. Vampire: & contemporary myth?
(English} By: Saint-André, S.; Richard, Y.; Lazartigues, A.. Annales Medico Psychologigues,

Aug2009, Vol 167 Issue 6, p416-421, 6p; Language: French; DOL

[[] Schelarly (Peer Reviewed) 10.1016/j.2mp.2009.04.014
Journals

[[] Full Text
Fl References Available

Subjects: VAMPIRES; MYTH; VAMPIRE fims; PSYCHOLOGY, Pathological; FAMILY values
pu%i;i:m (Concept); HEDOMISM; NARCISSISM; ADOLESCENT psychology; VAMPIRES in literature

e The left side of the screen will display the total number of results
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e In this case a simple search on the word vampires retrieves a total of 1711 article
titles. (NOTE: this number will change frequently as new articles are added and
contracts with journal titles are renegotiated.)

e For information on refining your searches consult the next handout...



